
FREE ALL PALESTINIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 
Since the beginning of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories in
1967, around 800,000 Palestinians have been detained by the Israeli
military. This figure represents approximately 40% of the total male
population in the occupied Palestinian territories. Israel’s torture, ill
treatment and other violations of human rights and international law in
regards to political prisoners are widespread and systematic. 

At present, according to the latest available figures, there are over 7,000
Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli jails, including 700 internees, 6
parliamentarians, 68 women and 420 children.
The issue of prisoners, particularly child prisoners, is one that is often
overlooked in discussions around the Palestine-Israel issue. Yet the
prisoners issue goes to the very heart of Israeli policy in Palestine – the
decapitation of political movements, the criminalisation and
‘securitisation’ of young people who resist occupation, not to mention the
psychological and traumatic effects detention and abuse has on young
people who go through the prison system. Even NGOs who work with
prisoners are targets of Israeli policy, with offices being raided and
advocates themselves detained.
Israel practices two methods of detaining Palestinians - internment
without trial (Administrative Detention) and ‘convictions’ in a non-jury
military court system with a 99.7% conviction rate for Palestinians, “whose
proceedings do not meet international standards for fair trial”, according
to Amnesty International. In addition, torture and ill treatment (of both
children and adults) along with other violations of human rights and
international law are frequent according to human rights organisations
like Amnesty and Human Rights Watch. 

April 17th is Palestinian
Prisoners Day - 

the international day of
solidarity with Palestinian
political prisoners held in

Apartheid Israel’s jails.



PALESTINIAN CHILD PRISONERS IN ISRAEL’S NOTORIOUS PRISONS

To mark Palestinian Prisoners’ Day 2016 the Ireland-
Palestine Solidarity Campaign is honoured to present
Palestinian-Israeli lawyer Aouda Zbidat from
Addameer, the Palestinian Prisoner Support and
Human Rights Association. Her talk will be a first-hand
account on the key human rights violations facing
Palestinian Political Prisoners in occupied Palestine. Ms.
Zbidat will speak in DUBLIN on Wed 20 April, 7pm in
The Academy Plaza Hotel, 10-14 Findlater Place (off
Cathal Brugha Street), D1. 
Some of the issues that Ms Zbidat will address in her
talk will be:

– The issue of child prisoners and the abuse of
children within the system 
– The issue of torture in Israeli prisons.
– Hunger strikes in Israeli prisons.
– Denial of prisoners rights and violations of
international law in Israel’s prison system.
– Administrative detention – A form of internment
without trial
– The 99.7% conviction rate for Palestinian security
prisoners, tried before Israeli military (non-jury)
courts “whose proceedings do not meet international
standards for fair trial”, according to Amnesty.
– The detention of Palestinian parliamentarians and
civil society leaders.

Aouda Zbitdat is a Palestinian-Israeli lawyer at
Addameer (Arabic for conscience), a human rights
organization based in occupied Palestine who campaign
for the rights of Palestinian Political Prisoners. Aouda
has, for the past three years, worked in Israel’s military
courts representing Palestinian detainees and has
closely worked on Addameer’s various campaigns to
end policies of arbitrary administrative detention, and
campaigns in support of hunger striking detainees.

The issue of the abuse of Palestinian Child Prisoners in Israel’s jails is simply horrific and in
violation of international law and the rights of the child. Over the past 15 years, in addition to
killing over 2,070 chlidren and wouding 13,000, Israel has detained over 12,000 kids. At present
there are some 420 minors in the Israeli prison system. Reports frequently emerge of torture and
other physical and psychological abuse being used against these minors. 

Human Rights Watch has said that Israeli occupation forces “are abusing Palestinian children
detained in the West Bank ... Palestinian children are treated in ways that would terrify and
traumatize an adult. Screams, threats, and beatings are no way for the police to treat a child or to
get accurate information from them.”

UNICEF says that “The pattern of ill-treatment includes the arrests of children at their homes
between midnight and 5:00 am by heavily armed soldiers; the practice of blindfolding children
and tying their hands with plastic ties; physical and verbal abuse during transfer to an interrogation
site, including the use of painful restraints; lack of access to water, food, toilet facilities and medical
care; interrogation using physical violence and threats; coerced confessions; and lack of access to
lawyers or family members during interrogation. Treatment inconsistent with the rights of the child
continues during court appearances, including shackling of children; denial of bail and imposition
of custodial sentences; and transfer of children outside occupied Palestinian territory to serve their
sentences inside Israel. The incarceration isolates them from their families and interrupts their
studies. These practices are in violation of international law that protects all children against ill-
treatment when in contact with law enforcement, military and judicial institutions.” 
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